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The Holy Cross Herald     June 2019
The Episcopal Church of the Holy Cross    +    51 West Main Street    +    North East, PA 

      ”By the power of the holy cross… 
 

Pentecost 

Sunday, June 9, is the feast of Pentecost, 
the culmination of the Great Fifty Days 
of Easter and the celebration of the gift of 
the Holy Spirit to the church.  As people 
with such vivid and constant experience 
of the presence of the Spirit in our midst, 
this is one day that should be a red-letter 
day on our calendar. Wear something red 
to church on the 9th, and bring a gerani-
um if you can, to beautify our worship on 
that day and our gardens later on. 
 

After worship on Pentecost 
we will enjoy the annual 
Pentecost Parish Potluck 
Picnic, relying on the inspi- 
ration of the Holy Spirit.  Bring  
whatever fabulous food you would like to 
share with your fellow Christians on that 
day, if you can, and come and help us ce-
lebrate.                                          + 

 
 

 

Parish Directory 

With all the new members crowding in 
our doors, it‟s getting to be time for a 
new parish directory.  Information forms 
will soon be available – please fill them 
out and get them back to us ASAP.  The 
directory is just for us, only in print, not 
published on the internet.             + 
 

 

                           June 

                      Calendar 
 

2 – Seventh Sunday of Easter 
  Bishop’s Committee meeting          Noon 

3 – AA Open Meeting                         8 pm 
7 – Supper and Study                          6 pm 

9 – PENTECOST 
   Wear something red!  Bring a geranium! 

              Parish Picnic             11:30 am  
10– AA Open Meeting                        8 pm 

14 – Supper and Study                        6 pm 
16 – Trinity Sunday  

17 – AA Open Meeting                       8 pm 
21 – Supper and Study                        6 pm 

22 – Crafting Group                          10 am   
23 – Second Sunday after Pentecost 

24 – AA Open Meeting                       8 pm 
28 – Supper and Study                        6 pm 

30 – Third Sunday after Pentecost 

June Birthdays 
12 – Jane Jones 

17 – Carl Huck 
30 – Sean McDonald  

 

 

Many thanks to Bethia Nier and Deb-

by Seifert for getting and planting the vio-
las, our Rogation Sunday flowers, and to 
Bethia, Debby, Anne Bardol and David 
Pascale for taking the leftovers from the 
yard sale to 4 N.I.N.E Place.                 + 
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Notes from the BC 
                                                               by Anne Bardol 

The Bishop‟s Committee met on June 2 
after a hiatus of several months.  Carol 
Carlson, Bethia Nier, Anne Bardol, Da-
vid Pascale, Lisa Furey, William Miller, 
Donna Fuller and Debby Seifert were pre-
sent, with Chris Babo as a guest.  Chris 
was formally introduced to the those who 
might not have known him from his 
years as „friend of the parish‟. He has also 
been introduced to the bishop as a candi-
date for ordination.  At the bishop‟s di-
rection he has been working with a spiri-
tual director for some months, and will 
be pursuing completion of his college de-
gree this fall.  David provided informa-
tion on accelerated on-line classes to ex-
pedite the degree process; further steps 
will be at the bishop‟s direction and pen-
ding Chris‟s approval by the parish.   
 

Carol opened the meeting with a reading 
from Isaiah 55, on the difference between 
God‟s thoughts and ours, and therefore 

the need for us to be prepared for change 
– what God might have in store for us 
might be weird.  We referred to an article  
from Vestry Papers several years ago on 
“Discovering Your Need for God” and 
the 5 things church leaders need to fulfill 
their calling: listen, be honest, be pati-
ent, be tolerant, see the whole picture.  
We attempted to assess how we are doing 
with each of these.   
 

Listening: We hope everyone comes with 
good ideas/suggestions and try not to put 
them down with negativity. Our decision-
making, among us and at „staff meetings‟, 
is extremely efficient; but do we listen to 
each other?  We think so…..  Honesty is 
hard to do if you don‟t feel safe; it seems 
to be a non-issue at HC.  Patience:  We 
have to be willing to wait on God‟s tim-
ing and receive whatever it is as a gift 
from God.  This is challenging, and we 
may not be sufficiently tolerant of those 
who aren‟t on board.  Seeing the whole 
picture:  Leaders have to have the „view 
from the balcony‟, how any action im-
pinges on all the functions of the group – 
mission, maintenance, other activities.   
 

 
 

Upcoming activities: 
June 22:  A „pet-fest‟ will be held in Gib-
son Park, and Lisa will investigate our be-
ing able to offer blessings of animals (and 
owners) in the park.  Carol will appear in 
full regalia and design take-home material 
 

June 30:  Kim Hummel, pastor of State-
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line United Methodist Church, is now al-
so in charge of Immanuel UMC in North 
East.  She was so impressed with our hos-
pitality at the „pilgrimage‟ event last fall 
with Westfield (held at Stateline) that she 
asked if we could host the „charge confer-
ence‟ for the newly yoked parishes.  Natu-
rally, we said yes.  Details TBA.  
 

July 4th – HC will again sell pepperoni 
balls and have jars of bubbles for child-
ren at NE‟s „Old Fashioned Fourth‟ 
event.  Bethia, Donna, Debby and Joanne 
Hopkins will need help making the pep-
peroni balls.  Date TBA. 
 

July 10th  - Security training:  Active-shoo-
ter training by local and federal agencies 
will be held at Elevate Church at the Mill-
creek Mall; and 6 or 7 of us will attend 
the 1-4 pm session.  Anne will contact of-
ficials and sign us up. 
 

July 16- Cherry Festival:  Too many ideas 
to process all at once.  Debby will investi-
gate having the Boy Scouts monitor park-
ing in our lot, charging $5 and splitting 
the proceeds with them.  If that‟s not fea-
sible, we can use the lot for hospitality of 
some kind, renting some Porta-Potties 
(Chris suggested North Coast Sanitation) 
for public use and using the church as „re-
spite‟ space.  Chris also suggested a heal-
ing-prayer tent somewhere near the fair-
grounds – there‟s no space available on 
the grounds for this year, but our own 
yard or Gibson Park might work. It was a 
lot to think about, and we tabled further 
discussion until the next meeting. 

Children‟s program & nursery–Nick and 
Tiffany Keith are already on board to su-
pervise nursery clean-up and do whatever 
else they can to help; Bethia‟s children‟s 
corner is well underway; a children‟s ser-
mon will return to the liturgy;  Ellie will 
consult on general needs and be recruit-
ed for acolyte duty when she is ready. 
 

Hospitality – New members at the early 
service need to be offered hospitality af-
terward, and integrated into the parish; 
so the staff has set up an early coffee hour 
for refreshments and meet-and-greet time 
with 10:30 attendees.  Thanks to Debby 
and Bethia for their prompt attention to 
this need.  We don‟t need as much food, 
etc., for this service; maybe we can devel-
op a monthly schedule, or a stash in the 
freezer for these refreshments. 
 

Staff time & duties:  New responsibilities 
will require some redistribution.  Carol is 
now „on duty‟ for the entire Sunday mor-
ning and will need to do music, bulletins, 
etc. in advance.  Anne‟s jobs are too bur-
densome: she will turn the webmaster re-
sponsibilities over to Chris; and Lisa will 
be secretary for the BC.  This will free 
Anne up to resume duty as Bishop‟s War-
den, and Carol will submit her name to 
the bishop this week.  Many thanks to 
her, Chris and Lisa. 
 

Property:  Lift– The lift that David inves-
tigated last year would not fit the space 
available in the front entry; he will look  
for another one that might work better.  
Between the parking-lot („access‟) funds 
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and those from memorials to 
Charlie Taccone, we have money 
to finance it. The parking-lot  
grass will be planted as soon as  
the new concrete is done. All the  
rain has delayed Darrell Pound 
in starting the project. Documents for the 
transfer of the property across the Creek 
continue to trickle in.  No word on the 
lots next door. 
 

There is a great deal of metal in the un-
dercroft and around the property, on its 
way to recycling.  Everyone is advised to 
bring metal trash to the church ASAP so 
it can be taken to Lincoln in one ship-
ment in the next few weeks. It can be left 
in the „alcove‟ between the buildings. 
 

Treasurer‟s Report – April report was  
passed out for information purposes; May 
report sent out prior to meeting.  All bills 
are paid.  The excess parking-lot and mis-
sion money (around $15,000) was not 
transferred to the Edward Jones account 
because of uncertainty about the trade 
wars‟ effects on the stock market.  Joellen 
Nelson advises us to stash it temporarily  
in money market funds for a small return 
and liquidity.  Completing the parking 
lot and the lift project will just about use 
it all up.  There will not be a mission trip 
again this year, but the funds remain  
available when it comes up again.  Deci-
sions about what to do with the rest of 
the mission money will be made over the 
course of the summer.    

 

Safeguarding training: The whole BC and 

possibly others need to take/renew child-
abuse training.  Chris will check on the 
person in NE who does this, for the 
whole group at once, and Anne will talk 
to the diocese about their requirements 
and resources.                                     + 

                   
 

PARISH RECORD 
Received into membership: 
        Richard Robinson 
        MaryAnn Robinson 

 

 

Yard Sale Update 

 

The town-wide yard sale on May 18-19 
brought HC a steady stream of customers 
for 2 days, allowed us to redistribute a 
large amount of goods to the local com-
munity, and earn almost $1800 in the 
process.  Setup was spread over the whole 
previous week, and the massive work to 
organise, arrange, price, sell and pack up 
the merchandise was done by Anne Bar-
dol, Ann Edwards, Donna Fuller, Lisa Fu-
rey, Joanne Hopkins, Bethia Nier, Karen 
and David Pascale, Debby Seifert and 
Nancy White, aided by friends of the par-
ish Anthony Neff (Debby‟s nephew) and 
Marydawn Meeder (Catherine Miller‟s 
sister).  
 

The pepperoni-balls baked by Joanne Hop-
kins, Debby Seifert and Karen Pascale did 
their „olfactory evangelism‟ once again: 
their aroma lures people in; and we sell 
them as fast as they can be baked.  Many 
thanks to all who donated items and 
helped with the sale. It was truly a big 
success on all counts!                              + 
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Our foreign correspondent, Hannah McDonald, still has no internet connection at her new 
home in the Virgin Islands, so her promised column for the Herald will be postponed till 
the next issue.  We can‟t wait to hear what she and her mom Kelly have to tell us.      + 

 

 

The Last Word  .  .  . 

This month represents our farewell to the giddy joy of Easter, our remembrance (and per-
haps re-experience) of the Pentecost event, and a settling into the calmer but still exhilera-
ting chores of Ordinary Time.  We‟re not forgetting the glorious past – June‟s Hymn of the 
Month will be the dancing „Come away to the skies, my beloved, arise‟ – but things are 
about to settle down, a little.  Maybe.  The process of imagining that things are going to set-
tle down at Holy Cross, just as some new challenge meets us, some new crisis occurs, some 
new opportunity presents itself, is so common among us that I‟m never surprised when it 
happens yet again; so I‟m fully prepared to face June and July as if they were going to be 
just like April and May.  The annual Pentecost Picnic will start us off; this will be the first 
one of those for the eight (8) new members we‟ve received over the last few months. The 
new members will stir things up, as new members always do – the fact that 2 of them are 
little kids faces us at once with the need to make them comfortable, and (so much less fun) 
also make the diocese‟s insurance companies comfortable (by updating all our security 
clearances…).  Bethia Nier has already moved the furniture in the parish hall around to 
build a kids‟ corner of wonderful things to do.  Chris Babo comes to us from an extremely 
active children‟s ministry, and it‟s hard to imagine that he will want to just sit around for 
the next few years while Ellie grows up among us.  Not to mention that the early service has 
nearly doubled in size, now that the Robinsons have come to stay….. 
 

 I can get tired just thinking about all the ways we will have to grow and change to make ev-
erything wonderful for the new US that this grand influx will create. The „growing‟ that we 
always talk about so earnestly as our goal will probably be as exhausting as it is exciting.  It‟s 
a good thing that we‟ve been thinking and talking about the process for as long as we‟ve 
been waiting for it to happen. We can only guess that God must think we‟re now ready for 
it, and it‟s time to spring into action on that front as we‟ve done on so many others.  I‟m so 
thankful for all of you old members, for the talents, skills, flexibility and devotion that you 
bring to the tasks that confront us; as well as for all of you new folks who invite us to new 
tasks, requiring (and bringing) all the old, and some new, skills to meet. What a good place 
this is in which to watch and participate in the creation of this new world of Christian fel-
lowship, care and outreach.  I‟m filled with awe, joy, curiosity and sheer terror as it all 
comes to pass.  I tell myself, to shut down the terror, that the Jesus Movement of which we 
are a part is about movement, after all, not standing still.  Walk on, People of God!    Carol  
+ 
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+   Episcopal Church of the Holy Cross    + 
    51 West Main Street         
 North East, PA 16428 
 
 
 

 
 
The Holy Cross Herald is the monthly publication of the Episcopal Church of the Holy 
Cross, 51 West Main Street in North East, 16428 – also at (814) 725-4679, or on the Web 
at www.holycrossne.org.  Subscribe to the e-edition online – just send your e-mail address 
to us via the „contact‟ function on the website.  Whoever you are, the Episcopal branch of 
the Jesus Movement  welcomes you!  We seek to worship God in openness, charity and joy, 
and serve our neighbors near and far. 
 

Weekly Calendar 

Sunday   8:30 am - Holy Eucharist 
 10:30 am  -  Holy Eucharist with music and 
                     laying-on of hands for healing  
 11:30 am    -    Coffee and fellowship                                         
             (Brunch third Sunday of month) 
 

Monday  8 pm - Alcoholics Anonymous  
     open meeting   Parish hall downstairs 
lounge 
 

Friday  6 pm  Supper/ Study /Service       
                                        Parish hall upstairs 
 

Saturday   (3rd ) Craft Group           
                                       Parish hall upstairs 
 

n this issue: 

 

Baptism                       -                      p. 2   
Birthdays                      -                     p. 1 
Bishop‟s Committee            -              p. 2 
Calendar                    -                        p. 1 
Parish directory               -                   p. 1 
Parish record                  -                    p. 4    
Pentecost                       -                     p. 1 
Prayer list                      -                  Insert 
Service list                 -                      Insert  
Yard sale report               -                   p. 4 

http://www.holycrossne.org/

